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Predatory publishers & journals:

Have you ever received an unexpectedly flattering email
inviting you to pubilish in a journal you have never heard of?
Or perhaps stumbled upon a journal that promises
an easy, fast, and seemingly low-cost publication process?
If so, you might be on the radar of a predatory journal!

@ IF YOU ARE SUSPICIOUS OF THE JOURNAL LEGITIMACY, FOLLOW THIS CHECKLIST @

d LOOK UP THE MAIN INFORMATION d CHECK INDEXING & METRICS
o - does the website provide . - always
complete contact information, including a check databases (PubMed, Scopus, Web of
verifiable address? g . . h Science..) or ranking portals (Scimago and
. - does ft_mimic ot er Journal Citation Reports). Cross-check with
journals’ names or design? Does the site directories like DOAJ and ROAD
design look reliable? — . - made-up impac.t factors
L] - i C i r . . g . . .
S . - check. their tggségfetofg';‘.““"g and unverifiable citation metrics are a
affiliations, identifiers, and if they about their -1 / common feature in these journals
are active researchers in the field. exPe”je::'en;\;ith the . )
N——
d QUALITY CONTROL @/ EVALUATE AUTHORS FEE POLICIES
. in content or .
email invitations often indicate predatory * . - hidden
. costs or initially low fees to Ilure
practices.
. researchers.
. - credible .
journals have a rigorous peer review process. - exorbitant fees may be charged
. - is the content relevant to later.

the journal’s scope? Are they recent?

d CONSIDER PUBLICATIONS’ SCHEDULE d ASK FOR HELP
o - the review
process in a credible journals typically takes \ J /
months. ~ ”
. - rushing for a = =

closing issue or requiring authors to sign away
copyright at submission is suspicious.
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https://doaj.org/
https://road.issn.org/
https://jcr.clarivate.com/jcr/home?app=jcr&referrer=target%3Dhttps:%2F%2Fjcr.clarivate.com%2Fjcr%2Fhome&Init=Yes&authCode=null&SrcApp=IC2LS
https://www.scimagojr.com/
https://cabells.com/predatory-criteria-v1
https://www.oaspa.org/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-03759-y

